
  D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 9  D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 9

KNIGHT LETTER

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS COUNCIL
Box 3444
Temple, Texas 76505

Return Service Requested

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage

P A I D
Temple, Texas

Permit No. 113

 COUNCIL OFFICERS 2008/2009
3rd Degree Council

Chaplain ..........................................Father Ranjan Cletus
Grand Knight................................................Jody Darby
Deputy Grand Knight................................Wayne Garrett 
Chancellor..............................................Richard Castillo
Warden...................................................Leonel Castillo
Treasurer ..................................................Louis Zaleski
Recorder ...............................................Johnny Pedroza
Lecturer .............................................Barney Rodriguez
Advocate ................................................Bruce McAtee
Inside Guard..................................................Ed Reisner
Outside Guard.........................................Jerry Richmond
Trustee, 3 Year............................................Lewis Sodek
Trustee, 2 Year.............................................Rick Wyatt
Trustee, 1 Year.......................................Rudy Hrachovy
Financial Secretary ......................................Kris Haynes 
Board Member at Large.........................Russell Krumnow
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Faithful Comptroller......................Sir Knight Jerry Garcia
Faithful Pilot............................Sir Knight Jerry Richmond
Faithful Scribe........................Sir Knight Russell Krumnow
Faithful Purser.........................Sir Knight Jason Hoelscher
Faithful Admiral........................Sir Knight Robert Holland
Faithful Inner Sentinel...........Sir Knight Richard Davenport
Faithful Outer Sentinel.....................Sir Knight Rick Wyatt
Faithful 3 Year Trustee..............Sir Knight Clifford Wohleb
Faithful 2 Year Trustee..............Sir Knight Charles Tischler
Faithful 1 Year Trustee................Sir Knight Phil Leibowitz

Program Director..................................Matt Matthews
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Council Activities..................................Richard Castillo
Fraternal Phone #(254) 939-7103.........Jerry Richmond
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Membership Director.....................Clifford E. Wohleb, Sr.
Recruitment Chairman.........................Richard Davenport
Retention Chairman.............................. Eugene Engbrock 
Retention Committee ................................Three Trustees 
Scouts.......................................................W. C. Marek
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Bingo Chairman..........................................Louis Zaleski
Council Athletic Fundraiser...........................Daryl Entrop
Respect Life Couple......................James and Kathy Albers

District Deputy
     William “Bill” Gilpatrick 
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     Charles Guenat (254) 939-1981  Joe LaBarbera
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  I hope everyone had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving day with your family.  It is a 
good time for everyone to come 
together to remember what Thanksgiv-
ing means to us all.  It is a time to remem-
ber the ones who give us this time to be 
together and the liberty that we love and 
cherish so much.

   We had a very successful fund raiser and 
I want to thank all those who sold tickets and also, those that 
bought the tickets to make this fund raiser such a success.  We 
did very well to only have sold for three weeks and I know 
everyone tried very hard to sell the tickets so, we can continue 
to do the things this Council has done in the past.  Thanks again 
for a job well done.

   On Monday, the 23rd of November, we held a Memorial Mass 
for all the past deceased members and the members that have 
passed away in the last 12 months.  It was very well attended 
and Father did a beautiful job with the Mass and all the families 
were very thankful for the mass that was held in their loved 
one’s memory. I thought that the comments made by Rick were 
so appropriate and very meaningful.  Thanks Rick for those 
kind words.  Father was very appreciative also, for the job that 
the Knights do every year having this Mass.  I especially want to 
thank Bruce McAtee for setting everything up and calling 
everyone.  Everything looked so nice and I know the families 
were very pleased.  Thanks for a job well done.

  Our Annual Christmas Party will be held on the 11th of 
December.  I hope all members and their families can attend for 
the fellowship and fun time to be had by all.  I ask the ladies to 
bring a dessert that can be served with the meal.

Jody Darby  -  GRAND KNIGHT

Chaplain’s MessageGRAND KNIGHT REPORT

My Brother Knights and families, 
   In the liturgical year of the Church, the season of Advent, Christmas, 
Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, Easter and Pentecost come round year 
after year. The life of each Christian and of the whole Church grows 
through active participation in the liturgical seasons. Each season 
invites us to represent, experience and live a particular aspect of the 
mystery of Jesus. Though the whole mystery of God-man dialogue and 
communion is present in each season, still a particular aspect, a 
particular facet of Jesus' reality and experience and a special need and 
desire of man is emphasized in each season. The Church celebrates 
Advent with due solemnity because therein lies a great mystery, said 
St.Bernard. It is true that the Christian liturgy is centered round Jesus' 
passage from death to the glorious new life of the Father. Still Advent 
the waiting for and expectation of the Lord cannot be separated from 
Easter. During Advent the liturgical rites and readings turn our 
attention to the incarnation and nativity of Jesus. But Easter presup-
poses Christmas. Advent moves forward with an inner necessity to 
Christmas, Epiphany, the Easter mysteries and finally to the second 
coming of the Lord. 
   The Advent hope and joy go together with repentance and conver-
sion. We are repeatedly told to abandon the ways of darkness and to 
put on the armour of light. We have to prepare the way of the Lord. We 
have to bring forth the fruits of repentance. Hope and joy, penance and 
conversion go together. We cannot keep the effective memory of 
Christ's self-emptying birth and of his death without actively entering 
into the kenosis of his life. Our individual and ecclesial existence must 
be patterned on the life of Jesus. It is true that in the early Church, hope 
and expectation were directed to the imminent coming of the risen 
Lord. Out of the this faith and hope, the early Christians developed a 
spirituality. The Lord is coming. We his servants must not idle away 
our time, bury our talents, or live a life paralyzed by sin. The Lord 
should find us vigilant and fulfilling the mission entrusted to us. 

Your Brother in Christ, Fr. Ranjan Cletus. 

Robert Kasberg
James Kasberg
Gerald Kasberg

Mrs. Leonette Entrop
Lawrence Wellen

Reminders!!

Upcoming Events (dates TBD)
Work and Clean Day @ Hall

Council Free Throw Championship
Bus Trip to WinStar World Casino 

  Attend the next 3rd degree meeting and sign our 
Photo Collage of the 2009 Clergy Appreciation 
Night.  This will be mailed as a Christmas Card to 
the priests that represent the members of our 
council.

       K of C Volleyball League

  Council 3444 currently has a number of Knights 
that are participating in the Temple coed volleyball 
league and we would like to establish an official K of 
C team.  This would be a great opportunity for 
Knights that have family members that are interested 
in volleyball to compete together.  Children over 16 
are eligible.  The open volleyball sessions held on 
Sundays from 3 to 6 are a good way to get started.  
Once enough players have communicated interest a 
team can be established. Please Call Randy Betan-

cis @ 254-654-0197 if you have questions or simply 
show up to play on Sunday at 3. 

Clergy Appreciation Photo Collage

  The council website now has it's own domain 
name: www.kc3444.com. On the website are 
pictures of our recent Halloween Party and several 
other activities, recent newsletters, details related 
to upcoming events, council history with numerous 
pictures from the past, helpful links, and interesting 
Church news articles. Be sure to check the website 
out and bookmark the page for future reference.  
While in the site please update your contact info 
using the link on the home page.  

K of C 3444 Website

Dear Brother Knights,



 
 

QUARTERLY 
MEMBERSHIP DRAWING 

 

Sign Up a New Knight 
& Be Included In 

Drawing for $100 
 

Next First Degree – TBD 
Next Drawing – January 11th 

 

CHURCH DIRECTOR REPORT 4TH DEGREE ASSEMBLY 1138 
Dear Sir Knights,
   I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving Day and a 
wonderful day with their families.  It is a great time for all 
families to get together and realize all the things they have to 
be so grateful for and have the opportunity to thank God for 
the blessings he has bestowed upon us. During this time of 
year, Let us not forget the ones who are serving and have 
served in the Armed Forces that have given us this privilege to 
worship and the freedom to do God’s will.
      This year, as in years past, the Fourth Degree will march 
in the Temple Christmas parade.  It will be at seven o’clock on 
the 7th of December and I would like to invite all who would 
care to march, please join us about six fifteen at Adams and 
Martin Luther Blvd.  So many people holler and clap when we 
march by, it really makes me proud to be a Catholic and a 
Knight of Columbus.  So, if you would like to march with us, 
just be there and we will have some snacks furnished. Brother 
Charles and I know they are good.  They are every year.  Our 
regular 4th degree meeting will be right after the parade so, if 
you can’t make the parade, the regular meeting will be about 8 
o’clock at the hall.  Hope to see everyone there.
       Our Annual Christmas Party will be on the 6th of Decem-
ber.  I hope everyone can make this fun time for us to get 
together and eat and have fellowship and have a great time.  If 
you intend on making the Party, please contact me (254) 771-
5837 that is my home number or my cell at (254) 493-4849.  It 
would be so nice for us to get together for a fun night and a 
good meal.  We will have a happy hour at 6:30 and a meal at 
700 and music and lots of fellowship and fun for all.  Hope to 
see you there.
        From the Garrett Family, Debbie, Brandon and I want to 
wish everyone a joyous and Merry Christmas.  It is a time to 
celebrate the birth of our savior Jesus Christ.  I hope it will be 
a time of togetherness and good fellowship with all your loved 
ones. Again Merry Christmas to All.
        This year is the Year of the Priest and we need to support 
all our Priests wherever we attend Mass. Also, we need to 
support our Deacons and Seminarians.  The Seminarians have 
a long road ahead of them to become priests.  They need all 
our support and prayers to continue on the long journey to 
becoming a Priest.
        If anyone knows of a Third Degree Knight, ask him to join 
Our ranks among the Fourth Degree.  I would love to have a 
bunch of new Sir Knights at the next Exemplification.  Some-
times, all you have to do is ask and you will be surprised what 
can happen.

Vivat Jesus,
Wayne Garrett - Faithful Navigator

Dear Brother Knights and Families,

   A new church year has arrived. During December, 
please pray and remember Advent, remember to 
celebrate the Feast of The Immaculate Conception of the 
Virgin Mary, especially remember the Birth of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ, remember the Feast of the Holy 
Family and remember Mary, Mother of God. 
   
   Thank all of you who were able to come out and 
celebrate the Memorial Mass for our deceased brother 
Knights on November 23rd . Nelson B Kasberg, Msgr. 
Arthur M. Michalka, Ray Ybarra, Gaylon J. Fojtasek, 
James J. Smetana Sr, Ralph J. Kahlig, Lewis A. Hoel-
scher, Herman A. Polzer and Hubert J. Stanislaw.

Fraternally yours,
Bruce J. McAtee
Council 3444 – Church Activities Director

   We will have our Council Christmas Party on Dec, 11th 
this year.  We will have a catered meal and entertainment.  
We will have a children’s meal and craft area.  Please RSVP 
the number of children and ages so St. Nicholas can have 
the right gifts for the kids.  Let’s come and celebrate our 
Saviors Birthday with our Family of Faith.  There will be a 
surprise gift for the oldest and youngest Knight present.

Rick Wyatt
Family Committee Chairman, (254) 534-3998

 Hall News Hall News

In preparation for our upcoming membership drive 
all members should…

• Make sure they have Form 100s handy
• Reach out to at least 3 prospective members
• Refer them to the website (www.kc3444.com) for  
   information about our council and our order of  
   Catholic gentleman
• Invite them to the December 11th Christmas Party 
   (spouses welcome) - let the hall know your head 
   count 
• Have them attend the hospitality social and infor
   mational sessions after the St. Mary's masses on  
   the12th and 13th
• Follow-up once the First Degree Date is established; 
   Follow-up and get the new member involved once 
   they become Knights

Membership Drive Preparation

Council Christmas Party



MANUEL ROCHA ALANIZ 
DONALD F. ALFORD 
EUGENE PAUL BARNES 
FRANKIE J. BEDRICH 
STEVE S. BOSSHARD 
EUGENE E. ENGBROCK 
PHILIP M. EVERETT 
NORMAND FONTAINE 
KENNETH L. FREI 
MATTHEW B. GARRETT 
DENNIS GOTTSCHALK 
GLENN H. GREEN 
KENNETH GREEN 
KURT HENTSCHEL 
ANDREW HOLLAS 
JESSE DANIEL IBARRA 
FRANK LYNN JEZ 
EDMOND J. KELAREK 
JOHNNY KLECKA 
JAMES E. KLEIN 

JAMES S. KLEIN 
ANDREW P.  LAMBERT 
EUGENE MILLER 
ERNEST J. MORVAN 
FELIX MURRAY III 
JEFF NOVOSAD 
DAVID S OLIVAREZ 
FRANK PAJESTKA JR 
ANTON F. PECHAL 
ARNOLD J. PECHAL 
JOHNNY A. PEDROZA 
TIM J. PETTER 
OLIN H. PICK 
BONIFACIO R. RODRIGUEZ 
RICHARD R. SCHIGUT 
STEVEN R. SLADECEK 
CHARLES TISCHLER 
MELVIN R. VOIGT 
ROSS A. WELLEN 

 Happy Birthday - Dec.‘09
Council Membership Director Report
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     The ground work for the membership drive in December has beendone.  The 

actual membership drive will be held at St. Mary'sChurch on Saturday Decem-

ber 12th and Sunday December 13,2009. We have sent out letters to prospec-

tive members, and Fatherwill announce from the pulpit our message for the new 

members. OurCouncil #3444 will be hosting Hospitality Sunday December 

13th after the 7:30am and 9:15am masses in the Regina Calle Room. The 

Council #3444 will have a booth set up during the Hospitality. I will be calling 

the KC members who signed up to help at each mass.  On behalf of Council 

#3444 and myself, I would like to thank everyone who is involved with this 

membership drive. Also, another way we can get new members is to ask them 

personally face to face. There are many of our members in Council #3444, that 

have Catholic friends who would join the Knights of Columbus if they were just 

asked. Always have in your possession some form 100's, and let's go out into our 

community or at church and recruit a new member this coming year.    

    Your council needs your help to find new members. As I stated before, you 

will be helping a good Catholic gentlemen as well as helping your Council reach 

their goals.We have a great K of C organization here at Council #3444.  So 

bring your friends to some of our events (ie-Our Christmas Party), and let them

participate in our fun and fellowship.  Your help and enthusiasm will surely 

make this December 2009 membership Drive a success.

God bless you always.

Fraternally,
Clifford D. Wohleb, Sr. - Membership Dir. Council 3444

Dear Brother Knights and Families,

                         MONDAY        TUESDAY     WEDNESDAY   THURSDAY       FRIDAY         SATURDAY       

1st & 3rd Degree
7:00 pm  Rosary 
7:30 pm Meeting

6:30 pm Activities
7:30 pm Board Mtg.

Private Lease
No Cater

Private Lease
at Hall

Cater St. Mary’s Lunch

Cater at Our Lady
of Guadalupe
(Noon serve)

Private Lease
(Scott&White)

Cater

Private Lease
No Cater
(Belco)

Cater @ Holiday
Express

 

4th Degree
Christmas Parade
8:00 pm Meeting
after parade.

Family of the Month

Hall ClosedHall Closed

Hall Closed Hall Closed Hall Closed

Pack Night

Hall Closed

MTC Luncheon
Cater

Fire Department
Dinner

Hall Closed

Merry Christmas

Hall Closed

No Bingo

Hall Closed
Private Lease

New Years Party
Call Hall for Tickets

Hall Closed.  Council 
3444 Membership
Drive @ St Mary’s
Hospitality after 7:30
and 9:15 Mass

Private Lease Lunch
(National Guard)
4th Degree Christmas
Party Evening
(RSVP 778-4611)

Council 3444
Family Christmas Party

(please RSVP number
of adults and children)

778-4611

Knight of the Month

Calendar For December 2009
SUNDAY

The Family of the MonthFamily of the Month award for the month for December 2009December 2009 is awarded to 
The Mike Hannon Family.  The Mike Hannon Family.  Mike has been a member of the Knights of Columbus 
since the 90’s.  He and his family attend St. Luke’s Church and are involved in 
their Parish, our Council, and the Community.  Their children are also involved 
with their activities as well, from helping at catering events, Halloween carnival, 
to serving as alter servers at church and helping with their picnic.  Mike is 
currently attending classes to become a Deacon.  We wish him the best in this 
endeavor and will pray for he and his family.  Their family is worthy of recogni-
tion of Family of the Month.  God Bless!

The Knight of the MonthKnight of the Month award for the month for DecemberDecember 2009 2009 is awarded to 
Cecil HenningCecil Henning.  .  Cecil is a 3rd and 4th degree member.  He assist with Bingo and 
catering events.  He’s attending and supported our fundraisers and can always be 
counted on to volunteer when needed.  We appreciate the time and effort he gives to 
both Councils.  He is worthy of recognition of Knight of the Month.  Thank you for 
all that you do and your continued support.  May the good Lord continue to bless 
you. 


